January 23, 2018
Senator Wayne, Chairman – Urban Affairs Committee
Room 1510, Nebraska State Capitol, Lincoln, NE 68509
RE: Support for LB 880 - Provide for an early childhood element in a comprehensive plan
developed by a city
Dear Chairman Wayne and Members of the Urban Affairs Committee,
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When we support policies that bolster child well-being, we ensure that all children in
Nebraska reach their full potential and contribute to their community. Voices for Children in
Nebraska supports LB 880 because it ensures that local communities develop a long-term
vision for its young children by assessing and promoting early childhood needs.
Early childhood development research is clear: interventions that start as early as birth
show remarkably high returns for each dollar spent. The cognitive and character-building
tools provided by early childhood education have even been shown to overcome poor
outcomes that are otherwise demonstrated among children in at-risk circumstances.i
Access to affordable and quality early childhood programs is not just a sound investment in
Nebraska’s future—it also supports today’s workforce by allowing more parents to work
knowing that their young children are safe and cared for. Significant barriers remain for
many Nebraska parents in finding and affording high quality early education, particularly for
families in rural Nebraska. A recent poll showed that many Nebraska parents living in rural
and isolated areas were very concerned about shortages in quality child care programs.ii
Indeed, 11 Nebraska counties had no licensed child care facilities in 2015, while many more
were operating near or over capacity.iii
LB 880 recognizes that early childhood accessibility is essential to planning for economic
prosperity within a community. We thank Senator Hansen for his leadership on this issue
and respectfully urge the committee to advance LB 880.

Sincerely,

Aubrey Mancuso, MSW
Executive DIrector

Julia Tse, Policy Coordinator
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