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All children deserve a chance to grow up in a safe, supportive environment free
from the stresses of hunger and poverty. Teen births are highly correlated with
poverty and other negative outcomes including health problems, low educational
attainment, and involvement in the foster care system and criminal justice system,
with a cost to taxpayers of $9.4 billion in one year alone.1
The first step to addressing this challenge is prevention and teen births in Nebraska
are the lowest they’ve been in a decade. In 2015, there were 1,397 babies born to
teen mothers. Of these, over 70% were born to mothers aged 18 or 19 years old.2
However, we still need to ensure that teen parents are given every opportunity to
succeed and have a pathway out of poverty. For many, if not all, that pathway is
education. Families in which a parent has received at least an associate’s degree
stand to earn on average $30,000 more each year than families in which a parent
does not have a high school diploma ($32,906 vs $75,399). For families with a
parent who received a bachelor’s degree, the difference is nearly $78,000.3 Sadly,
only 38% of teen mothers who give birth before age 18 obtain their high school
diploma and less than 2% of these mothers go on to receive a college degree by age
30.4
Voices for Children in Nebraska supports LB 428 because of its potential to help teen
parents remain in school and graduate, giving these young families every chance to
avoid a life mired in poverty. Voices for Children also supports the provision that
requires the State Department of Education to develop a model policy for adoption
by school districts. This requirement creates an important baseline for our state,
ensuring that whether a teen parent attends school in Wisner or Omaha, they are
given the same opportunities to succeed and thrive.
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